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THE REPORT "FURTHER SCIENTIFIC EXAMINATION OF THE JFK ASSASSINATION EVIDENCE" (1/21/2000) AND SOME RESULTANT NEWSMEDIA ANALYSIS. 

JANUARY 22, 2000

by Mark Sobel

On January 21, 2000, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) released a report on the analysis of materials adhering to Warren Commission Exhibit #567, the nose of a bullet found in the limousine in which President Kennedy was riding when assassinated on November 22, 1963. These materials were found to consist of fibers, as well as human tissue which, we are told, did not yield conclusive results in DNA testing.

On the same day as the release of the report, at least one news program that aired on a Los Angeles radio station stated that the testing of the fibers had proved the "single bullet theory" of the assassination correct, thereby bolstering the concept of a lone gunman.

CAN A POSITIVE BE PROVED BY THE DISPROVING OF A NEGATIVE?

The press release accompanying the report states, in part, that: "the Department of Justice said that if "alleged fiber evidence embedded in the bullet nose recovered from the front seat of the limousine" was "consistent with the President's shirt collar, tie, and tie liner," then there might have been a "different trajectory than that previously identified" by the Warren Commission.*

The Justice Department's logic is simple to follow: Any fragment of a bullet that passed through clothing would be expected to carry microscopic traces of cloth fibers. Also, if the above bullet fragment proves to have caused any of the wounds that the Warren Report attributed to the nearly-pristine bullet found at Parkland Hospital, then the 'Parkland Bullet' ceases to be a 'Single Bullet'.

Since the Warren Commission concluded that a lone gunman could not have fired more than 3 shots in the allotted timespan, and with one shot missing the car and another causing the fatal wound to the President’s head, the addition of two more bullets, rather than just the single bullet, would make 4 shots—too many bullets—necessitating the presence of more than one gunman.

The new Report found that none of the fibers adhering to the piece of bullet fragment #567 came from the clothing of either man. This, on the surface, would appear to rule out fragment #567 as causing most, if not all, of the non-fatal wounds (the possible exception being the wrist wounds of Governor Connally.)

However the question remains: Does the elimination of bullet fragment #567 as causing the non-fatal wounds in any way establish that the Parkland Bullet was, indeed, a single bullet causing all non-fatal wounds? It does not.

In the case of the news report above, someone unfamiliar with the facts of the case jumped to the conclusion that if fragment #567 did not cause any of the non-fatal wounds, this automatically proves that the ‘Parkland Bullet’ did cause all the non-wounds. This, however, is not the basis of a sound argument.

WHAT DOES THE TESTING OF THE BULLET FRAGMENT PROVE?

By being unable to match the fibers to any known fibers within the assassination setting, and by not being able to determine the source of the tissue found, the testing proves nothing at all.

WHAT CAN WE FURTHER LEARN FROM THIS?

In the press release, the Justice Department does, however, implicitly take a position that is not an assumption, but a fact consistent with forensic science—a bullet passing through clothing and  human flesh will contain microscopic traces of cloth fibers, as well as blood and tissue.

What the JD does not comment on is the fact that the nearly-pristine bullet found at Parkland Hospital, and which for over 3 decades the Government has contended caused all of the non-fatal wounds to both the President and the Governor, contained not the slightest microscopic residue of either cloth fibers, blood or tissue.

Testimony of FBI Agent Frazier; 3/31/64:

Q: Did you clean the bullet prior to the examination?

A: No, sir; it was not necessary. The bullet was clean when we received it, and it was not necessary to change it in any way.

This would seem to also rule out the Parkland Bullet as a cause of the non-fatal wounds, making it at least the 4th bullet to have been fired that day in Dallas.

* The "trajectory" referred to above is the path of the theoretical 'single bullet', proposed by then-Commission Counsel Arlen Specter to have entered the back of the President's neck, striking no bone and exiting through the front of his throat, entering the back of Governor John Connally, striking a piece of the Governor's rib, exiting through the front of his chest, passing through his wrist and severing tendons, and then partially embedding itself in Connally's leg.
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